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Prayer of Illumination				
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit, prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Lessons	Romans 13:11-14 and Matthew 24:36-44
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.
Singing Our Faith # 198    “My Soul Gives Glory to My God”
The Good News 	         “Living Wide Awake”
Bringing Forward God’s Tithes and Our Gifts
*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Singing Our Faith # 213 (vs. 1 & 4)
      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
*Blessing and Dismissal
*Postlude
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    Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
   10:30 a.m. ~ November 30, 2025 ~ First Sunday of Advent
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
WELCOME! JOIN US IN WORSHIPING GOD!
Prelude	
Welcome and Ministry Announcements  	
Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, printing your name, address, phone, and email, on the attendance pad provided on your pew. Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.
Invocation
*Greeting
Awake, awake: fling off the night!
for God has sent a glorious light;
and we who live in Christ's new day
must works of darkness put away.
Awake and sing, with praises strong,
in psalm and hymn and Spirit-song.
Let love our words and works renew
with all that's good, and right, and true.
Let in the light; all sin expose
to Christ, whose life no darkness knows.
Before the cross expectant kneel,
that Christ may judge, and judging, heal.
Then rise, as children of the light.
Be neither proud, nor hide from sight.
Be careful how you live, and wise
to sift the truth from cunning lies.




Through Christ give thanks to God, and say
to other sleepers on the way:
"Awake, and rise up from the dead
that Christ may shine on you instead!"
*Singing Our Faith # 196    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Blessing of the Advent Wreath
Loving God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. Pour forth your blessing upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.  May their light reflect the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever.  Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath	    		 Dan & Judy Robertson
“For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”  (Isaiah 60:2-3)
We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope. May the light sent from God shine in the darkness to show us the way of salvation. O come, O come, Emmanuel.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Special Music		     “Adore Him”	     by D. Poythress et al
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[bookmark: _Hlk204156277]Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
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	Monday, 12/1
	9:30 a.m.
	Decorating Church

	
	6:00 p.m.
	Camp Meadowlark Craft Night

	
	
	

	Tuesday, 12/2
	9:30 a.m.
	Homeschool Play Rehearsal

	
	
	

	Thursday, 12/4
	2:00 p.m.
	Homeschool Party Set-Up

	
	
	

	Friday, 12/5
	9:30 a.m.
	Homeschool/Holiday Parties


**Looking Ahead on the Calendar **
	[bookmark: _Hlk214357170]Monday, 12/8
	6:30 p.m.
	Wesleyan Group @ Charley’s 


Angel Tree for Humankind Children
We have placed “angels”, provided by Humankind, on our Angel Tree in the Commons. Please take an angel ONLY if you plan to shop for gifts. If you just want to donate money for the Humankind staff to use in purchasing gifts for the children, make out a check to “Chestnut Hill UMC”, with “Angel Tree” on the memo line. Gifts must be wrapped, labeled with the angel’s name, and returned to church by Sunday, Dec. 14 (no later). Monetary gifts should also be turned in no later than Sunday, Dec. 14, to give the staff time to shop. If you have friends or relatives who don’t go to church at CHUMC, but would like to donate or shop for an angel, they are welcome to do so. Please sign the sheet on the podium beside the Angel Tree, giving the name of the angel, if you are going to shop. If you are donating a check, please indicate that beside your name.




2025 Christmas Offering
Our 2025 Christmas Offering will go towards the painting on the outside of the church. Goal-$6,000.00. Christmas offering envelopes are provided in the pew racks.
Mitten Tree/Trunk
We will again have the trunk (provided by Pat Short’s daughter, Susan) to fill with mittens, gloves, warm hats, scarves, and new or gently-used warm jackets. These items will be delivered to Humankind sometime after Christmas. A deadline will be announced later.
For the Grocery Cart:
December ~ Side dishes for a holiday meal; stuffing, cranberry sauce, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, etc. Place donations in the grocery cart, located in the Commons. 
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Birthdays Coming Up: (December) 1-Ron Hood,
6-Jennifer Jessen, 10-Ann Compton
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.
You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 


4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502
Church: 434-239-8423 
Minister’s Cell: 434-944-7723, Minister’s Email: awhite@ves.org
Email: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net 
On the Web at chestnuthillumc.net
Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
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